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soon be let loose in this setting, in a charged confrontation between teacher Heather Clark and CLICK HERE

The setting for Gidion's Knot is familiar and innocuous — a brightly colored children's

another board covered with drawings inspired by mythology. But a psychological whirlwind will

Corryn Fell, the mother of a suspended student — a whirlwind that's a potent mix of ancient

violence ("I believe in Shiva," says Fell) and such modern concerns as children's sexuality and
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creativity versus conformity.

Fell has arrived for a meeting that the teacher had erased from her schedule, and Clark is A House on Top of Shopping Carts

LA Weekl
nonplussed. She directs Fell to the school office, and asks her to come back when the principal can o
be with them. But Fell is insistent and implacable. We soon learn that eleven-year-old Gidion
committed suicide after bringing home the note about his suspension. His mother is desperately Best of Broward/Palm Beach 2013

trying to piece together his reasons and the events of his last hours, and she wants any scrap of New Times Broward-Palm Beach

information Clark can give. But more than that, she blames Clark for Gidion's death — and she's

out for revenge. The name "Corryn" means spear, while "Fell" means to strike down and, also — as

Urinetown packs a satiric punch
Shakespeare uses it in Julius Caesar — deadly and cruel: "Blood and destruction shall be so in i P P

ity Pages
use," says Marc Antony after Caesar's murder. "And dreadful objects so familiar/That mothers

shall but smile when they behold/Their infants quarter'd with the hands of war/All pity choked

with custom of fell deeds."

Clark eventually reveals the reason for Gidion's suspension: an essay he wrote filled with killings, Denver Westword

ike

gouged-out eyes and twisted entrails, with the victims named for his teachers and classmates —

and Fell's reaction is unexpected. )
47,520 people like Denver Westword.

C .Y Ty
At this point, our reactions are as ambivalent as i I
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Clark's and Fell's are clear. Should Gidion have -~ -
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2590 Walnut St. or with his mother, an academic who specializes
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Region: Boulder literature apparently blinded her to the effect of Nightlife on South Broadway,
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the tales she read to her impressionable child at

bedtime? Neither, it turns out. Because there's
1 user reviews

still one more twist in Gidion's Knot.
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The play, by upcoming playwright Johnna
powered by . et
van S I Adams, fits well with Square Product's misssion
‘ OIce aces of showing innovative work. Adams has said that
g
it was born in part out of her own fear as a kid
that her writing would be seen by teachers as too

Details

dark. The script is uneasily compelling — taut,
Presented by Square Product Theatre and Goddess

Here Productions through January 18, Dairy smart, funny and ferocious. But there are a
Center for the Arts, 2590 Walnut Street, Boulder,
303-444-7328, squareproducttheater.org. couple of problems. The actual story behind

Related Stories Gidion's death isn't nearly as original or

believable as most of what preceded it. More
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Emily K. Harrison important, the dead child at the center of the
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Y 3 furor never feels real, which gives the play far
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