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The conflict between teacher Heather Clark (Emily K. Harrison), left, and mother Corryn Fell (Tammy
L. Meneghini) is a triumph for "Gidion's Knot." (Jess Childs / Courtesy photo)

If you believe that theater should be warm and
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If you go
4 stars
What: "Gidion's Knot"
When: 8 p.m. Jan. 10 and Jan. 16-18, 2
p.m. Saturday
Where: Carsen Theatre, The Dairy
Center for the Arts, 2590 Walnut St.,
Boulder
Tickets: $14 students, $16 seniors, $20
adults
Info: 303-444-7328 or
squareproducttheatre.org
(http://www.squareproducttheatre.org)
Parents' guide: The show is
appropriate for ages 13 and older
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If you believe that theater should be warm and
comfortable, caressing you from the inside like a
cup of mushroom soup, "Gidion's Knot" will
almost certainly disappoint you.
If, on the other hand, you expect more from the
stage — confrontation, drama, empathy, rage —
this is a play that will almost certainly astonish
you, delivering a tsunami of emotional twists
that will leave you feeling like detritus washed
up on some psychological shore.
And all this in a mere 80 minutes.
Currently being staged at The Dairy Arts Center
by square product theatre and Goddess Here
Productions, the regional premiere of "Gidion's
Knot," Johanna Adams' brief, bruising drama, is
the very definition of contemporary theater. It
traffics in issues of the day: childhood,
parenting, the role of teachers, the power of the
Internet.
And yes, alas, bullying.

Just when you think you've figured out the arc of the plot — a distraught mother visits her son's
fifth-grade teacher after his untimely death — Adams surprises you. Nothing is more devastating
than the death of a child, unless it's the need to assign blame for his passing.
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Corryn Fell (Tammy L. Meneghini) shows up at her son's school in a bitter mood. She's come to
keep the parent-teacher appointment she made before her son's death three days earlier. She's
been summoned, as it were, to be told that 11-year-old Gidion is a discipline problem.
His teacher, Heather Clark (Emily K. Harrison), can't fathom that
Gidion's mother has walked into her classroom only days after his
death. Heather assumed the conference was no longer needed. She
and the rest of the school are in mourning. They don't know the
circumstances of Gidion's death, but they ache at the loss.

Get involved
After the 2 p.m. matinee of "Gidion's
Knot" on Saturday, Jan. 11, there will be
a community discussion about issues
raised in the play, such as bullying,
censorship and other difficulties faced by
today's youth. The discussion, which is
free and open to the public, is expected to
start about 3:30 p.m. in the Carsen
Theater at The Dairy Center for the Arts..
The discussion will be moderated by Dr.
Amanda Giguere, education director for
the Colorado Shakespeare Festival. In
addition to the cast and director of
"Gidion's Knot," the talk will feature
prominent experts on topics raised in the
play, including Heather Crate, OASOS
(Open and Affirming Sexual Orientation
and gender identity Support) program
coordinator for Boulder County Public
Health; Jason Giguere, counselor for
Boulder Valley School District, and Dr.
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Boulder Valley School District, and Dr.
Beverly Kingston, director of the Center
for the Study and Prevention of Violence.
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That his great gift — the ability to write — was
misused against other students? Should she
accept Corryn's charges of her negligence as a
teacher, or volley them back as accusations of
inept parenting?

Oh, the humanity. "Gidion's Knot" is less about the child in
question than about how society perceives its young. Are they
truly innocents, or wise and manipulative? And what of the
caretakers: Do parents and teachers harm the young by
approaching education with radically different expectations?
Adams' play is not a perfect construct. The early going is filled
with pregnant pauses that don't generate the tension they intend.
And director Wendy Franz is only partially successful in utilizing
her own festive classroom set. Too often the performers are
talking at each other's backs.
James Perse

What works here allows what doesn't to be forgiven. The
performances are superb. Harrison proves deceptively ferocious
as an educational mollusk torn from her shell. And Meneghini is
(/portlet/article/html/imageDisplay.jsp?
nothing short of amazing as a woman swimming upstream
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Emily K. Harrison as teacher Heather
against her grief. You don't know whether to throw your arms
Clark transforms from mousey to
ferocious during the course of "Gidion's
around her or have her institutionalized.

James Perse Vintage
Cotton Raglan

Knot." (Jess Childs / Courtesy photo)

Two-character plays can be tricky to write because they require
actors of equal stamina and a plot that eschews redundancy. Saying the same thing five different
ways isn't progress. Fortunately for audiences, "Gidion's Knot" builds upon each emotional note,
resolving itself in a way that will both inspire and break your heart. No warm soup here. This
tangle of traumas is often scalding.
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Email

Return to Top

Boulder Local Guide
(http://mylocal.dailycamera.com/)
Featured Businesses
Boulder Country Day School
(http://mylocal.dailycamera.com/boulder-

MOST POPULAR (/POPULAR)
DAY (/POPULAR)
BIZ (/POPULAR)

HOUR (/POPULAR)
A&E (/POPULAR)

TAKE ACTION

NEWS (/POPULAR)

EMAIL (/POPULAR)

SPORTS (/POPULAR)

LIFESTYLES (/POPULAR)

1. 'It's coming': How to glimpse rare aurora borealis from
Boulder tonight
(http://www.dailycamera.com/boulder/ci_24877534/auroraborealis-boulder?source=most_viewed)
2. Boulder's Hapa Sushi launches pot-themed marketing
campaign
(http://www.dailycamera.com/marijuana/ci_24877515/hapasushi-launches-pot-themed-marketing-campaignrestaurants?source=most_viewed)
( 1 from the previous hour)
3. Noelle Roni, ex-Peak to Peak principal, says she was fired
over hand-stamping flap
(http://www.dailycamera.com/boulder-countyschools/ci_24851080/noelle-roni-ex-peak-peak-principalsays-she?source=most_viewed)

CO/education/elementary-and-secondaryschools/Boulder-Country-Day-School-303527-4931)

Got a tip?
Patrick Dolan
(http://dailycamera.biz/machform/view.php?
(http://mylocal.dailycamera.com/boulderid=23)

CO/real-estate/real-estate-agents/Patrick-

Send us a photo

Dolan-303-441-5642)

(http://www.mytowncolorado.com/)

Barbara &Company
(http://mylocal.dailycamera.com/boulder-

Visit community links
(http://www.mytowncolorado.com/)

CO/clothing/retail-clothing/Barbara-andCompany-303-443-2565)
Boco/Public Health

Have a correction?
(http://mylocal.dailycamera.com/boulder(mailto:newsroom@dailycamera.com?
CO/community/governmentsubject=Correction%20on%20http://www.dailycamera.com/entertainment/ci_24872342/gidionsknot-theater-review-bullyingoffice/BocoPublic-Health-303-441-1573)
troubled-youth#)

( 1 from the previous hour)

Exodus Moving & Storage

(http://mylocal.dailycamera.com/fort-collinsCO/storage/storage-containers/ExodusMoving-and-Storage-970-484-1488)

See the full most-popular-of-the-day list (/popular#pop-day)
Find Boulder Attractions

This article is the:
40th most-clicked of the hour (/popular#popularhour)
48th most-clicked of the day (/popular)

Search for a business
Search by keyword or Zip



#1 most-clicked among entertainment articles today (/popular#pop-entertainment)
http://www.dailycamera.com/entertainment/ci_24872342/gidions-knot-theater-review-bullying-troubled-youth#

Page 3 of 6

Stellar 'Gidion's Knot' puts spotlight on youth issues - Boulder Daily Camera

1/10/14 12:48 PM

#1 most-clicked among entertainment articles today (/popular#pop-entertainment)
Back to the top

Offers and articles from around the Web

QB Controversy Rages These 7 Drinks You
in Chicago, but There's Should Not Drink
No Arguing That Jay Again.
Cutler's Wife is First
String

ADVERTISEMENT

Controversy over new
skinny pill -- Is it too
strong for store
shelves?...

Advertorial

Boulder Residents Disturbed

Add your business here +
(http://mylocal.dailycamera.com/#add_business)

Surprisingly simple
solution to help your
joints. See why these
ingredients are flying
off shelves

Recommended for You
Boulder weather: Warmer temperatures, but
high...
Milbank: The GOP's War on the War on Poverty
Smokers' demand outpaces Denver's pot supply
Hemp meeting Saturday will showcase the
many...
Guest opinion: How we can all get ahead
Richard Roth: Reject nomination to top PUC
post

[Jan 2014] New controversial website
exposes Boulder’s Arrest Records for anyone
with a computer to view. Read More »

Like

-- SPONSORED LINK --

Share One person likes this.

0

(http://www.twitter.com/dailycamera)
(http://www.facebook.com/dailycamera)
(http://www.youtube.com/thedailycamera)

Comments

Login

Login or signup (http://intensedebate.com/signup) now to comment.
There are no comments posted yet. Be the first one!

Article ID: 24872342

THE BOTTOM LINE

http://www.dailycamera.com/entertainment/ci_24872342/gidions-knot-theater-review-bullying-troubled-youth#

Page 4 of 6

Stellar 'Gidion's Knot' puts spotlight on youth issues - Boulder Daily Camera

1/10/14 12:48 PM

Safari Power Saver
Click to Start Flash Plug-in

(http://www.dailycamera.com/ci_24885400/did(http://www.dailycamera.com/ci_24884413/game(http://www.dailycamera.com/ci_24886114/sushiSushi-marijuana
Did you resolve to
'Game of Thrones'
you-resolve-quit-smoking-getthrones-season-4-premieremarijuana-pairing-menu-

pairing menu debuts
quit smoking? Get
season 4 premiere
live-help)
date-announced)
debuts)
(http://www.dailycamera.com/thelive help here.
date announced
bottom(http://www.dailycamera.com/the(http://www.dailycamera.com/theline/ci_24886114/sushi-bottombottommarijuana-pairingline/ci_24885400/did- line/ci_24884413/gamemenu-debuts)
you-resolve-quitthrones-season-4smoking-get-livepremiere-dateFull Story
help)
announced)
(http://www.dailycamera.com/thebottom-

Full Story

line/ci_24886114/sushi-

(http://www.dailycamera.com/the- (http://www.dailycamera.com/the-

marijuana-pairing-menu-

bottom-line/ci_24885400/did-

bottom-

debuts)

you-resolve-quit-smoking-get-

line/ci_24884413/game-

live-help)

thrones-season-4-premiere-

Are you afraid of the 'monster
bar?'
(http://www.dailycamera.com/thebottom-line/ci_24884831/areyou-afraid-monster-bar)
One harvest has benefitted from
the cold: Ice
(http://www.dailycamera.com/thebottom-line/ci_24882408/oneharvest-has-benefitted-fromcold-ice)
Why cinnamon rolls could be
dangerous to your liver
(http://www.dailycamera.com/thebottom-line/ci_24875816/whycinnamon-rolls-could-bedangerous-your-liver)

This year's resolution: Give up
bland veggies
(http://www.dailycamera.com/thebottom-line/ci_24884478/thisyears-resolution-give-up-blandveggies)
Stop wasting your money on tech
in 2014
(http://www.dailycamera.com/thebottom-line/ci_24884234/stopwasting-your-money-tech-2014)
Check out the cool tech you wish
you had from CES 2014
(http://www.dailycamera.com/thebottom-line/ci_24884253/checkout-cool-tech-you-wish-you-had)

Full Story

date-announced)
The 2 American women who are
too racy for daytime TV in France
(http://www.dailycamera.com/thebottom-line/ci_24884301/2american-women-who-are-tooracy-daytime)
10 things to look for in 2014 at
the movies
(http://www.dailycamera.com/thebottom-line/ci_24884192/10things-look-2014-at-movies)
Golden Globes: Who will win and
who should win
(http://www.dailycamera.com/thebottom-line/ci_24879992/goldenglobe-who-will-win-and-whoshould)

Sponsored Results
Eyecare Center of Boulder | eyecareofboulder.com
www.eyecareofboulder.com Serving Boulder since 1990
Dish Network Promotions - Free Installation, Free upgrade to DVR/HD.
www.satellitetvinstallations.com 1-888-596-0492

(http://www.dailycamera.com)

Copyright © 2014 Boulder Daily Camera
Copyright (http://www.dailycamera.com/portlet/layout/html/copyright/copyright.jsp?siteId=19)
Privacy Policy (http://www.dailycamera.com/portlet/layout/html/privacypolicy/privacypolicy.jsp?siteId=19)
Site Map (http://www.dailycamera.com/sitemap)

http://www.dailycamera.com/entertainment/ci_24872342/gidions-knot-theater-review-bullying-troubled-youth#

Page 5 of 6

Stellar 'Gidion's Knot' puts spotlight on youth issues - Boulder Daily Camera

1/10/14 12:48 PM

MNG Corporate (http://www.medianewsgroup.com/Pages/default.aspx)

http://www.dailycamera.com/entertainment/ci_24872342/gidions-knot-theater-review-bullying-troubled-youth#

Page 6 of 6

